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on the bus

the teenager pulls out a mirror

and adjusts her pout

19

the beetle I righted

flies straight into

a cobweb

24

city park

the stone hero’s dark side

hides a drug deal

24

dropping stone after stone

in the lake     I keep

reappearing

25

stepping on

sidewalk ants     the boy

everyone bullies

28

in the town dump

       I find a still-

beating heart

31

as the professor speaks

only his bald spot

is illuminated

31

a cold wind

dead child’s horse

rocks by itself

36

sunrise

I forget my side

of the argument

44

unhappy wife

     I pedal my bike

through puddles

47

Paris pond

a frog Picassos

my face

49

ocean sunset

he whispers something

and her earrings glow

51

after the abortion

     she weeds

the garden

54

hot summer night

she takes off

her crucifix

55

grandfather’s old boots

     I take them

for a walk

62

calmly talking divorce

underfoot the crackle

of fallen leaves

63

Divorce proceedings over

wet leaves stick

to my shoes

64

under the dirty,

one-eyed hen     a perfect

white egg

65

streetwalker

with a black eye     halo

around the moon

67

in the pawnshop window

a hooker studies

her reflection

70

still on the bookshelf

the mother-in-law’s finger line

through the dust

73

leaving my loneliness     inside her

79

in one corner

of the mental patient’s eye

I exist

82

alone at last

I wonder where

everyone is

87

warm spring breeze

the old hound runs

in his sleep

92

graveyarduskilldeer

97

one button undone

in the clerk’s blouse     I let her

steal my change

97

dead roadside deer

a snowflake melts

on its open eye

105

at the height

of the argument    the old couple

pour each other tea

109
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