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Course Description 

English 170, Haiku Writing Roundtable, is a student centered one-credit workshop modeled after writers' groups. This writing workshop meets as a weekly editing circle. For the fall 2010 semester, we will explore the Japanese Zen aesthetics and English haiku traditions. We will read two anthologies: Haiku: The Art of the Short Poem and the Millikin University Haiku Anthology. And we will explore the art of writing haiku with Lee Gurga’s Haiku: A Poet’s Guide.

Students read and write about the haiku tradition, and try ten approaches to composing their own original haiku including:

1 
on the spot observation—various locations and times for writing from perceptions

2 
reader response associations—haiku in response to others' haiku

3 
"ginko" haiku hike—group visit to an area for haiku writing

4 
zazen meditation—Zen approach to sitting & emptying mind (we'll let haiku in)

5 
western visualization—western approach to meditation (often spiritual)

6
imagination—haiku from memories (childhood, social contexts, places)

7 
consonance—moments of insight and realization (epiphanies / satori)

8
dissonance—anger or feelings of uncertainty

9 
senryu—foibles of everyday life (irony of human experience)

10
rengay & renku—collaborative haiku by group sharing & responding to links

Course Goals and Learning Outcomes 

Writing Goals—The primary goal of this course is to plan, develop, and complete a haiku collection with the support and critical response of peers.

The secondary goal is to have fun sharing the creative process in a small workshop atmosphere. We will celebrate the variety of voices and experiences that will be evident in the projects.

Reading Goals—We will read and analyze work in the Japanese and English haiku traditions. These readings include major authors, Zen aesthetics, poetics, contemporary work, and approaches to writing haiku. 

One book is required from the bookstore: Stewart W. Holmes & Chimyo Horioka. Zen Art for Meditation. Rutland, VT: Charles E. Tuttle, 1973.

Three books are required from Dr. Brooks:

Lee Gurga. Haiku: A Poet’s Guide. Lincoln, IL: Modern Haiku Press, 2003.

Tazuo Yamaguchi. Haiku: The Art of the Short Poem (book/dvd). Decatur, IL: Brooks Books, 2003.

Millikin University Haiku Anthology. Decatur, IL: Bronze Man Books, 2008.

Attendance Policy 

You are allowed a maximum of two absences without penalty. I do not want to know why you are absent, nor will I excuse these two absences. After you have used your two absences, you are considered to be excessively absent and you will flunk the course. Of course, extended illness or emergencies will be exempt to this policy, usually resulting in a withdrawal for the semester.

Types of Assignments / Grading Policies 

all assignments are emailed to Dr. Brooks --( rbrooks@mail.millikin.edu 

Informal Assignments & Participation — 10%

graded with a simple check-system ( + ) ( v ) or ( – )

   o responses to peer writing

   o quick writes on class discussion topics or readings

   o participation in final class anthology reading day 

Weekly Haiku Writing Assignments — 20%

   o five haiku attempts per week (ten approaches to haiku)

   o written responses to at least 2 haiku by others each week

Reading Response & Kukai Sessions Participant — 20%

Rengay Writing — 10%

Haiku Submission — 10%

   o submissions to haiku journal (five haiku each)

Collection of Haiku — 20%

   o submission letter 

   o chapbook in submission format (title, preface, haiku, optional graphics)

   o chapbook publication mock-up camera-ready (optional)

Final Haiku Reading — 10%
Academic Honesty Policy

All students are expected to uphold professional standards for academic honesty and integrity in their research, writing, and related performances. Academic honesty is the standard we expect from all students. Read the Student Handbook for further details about offenses involving academic integrity at: http://www.millikin.edu/handbook/judicial_system.asp. Staley Library also hosts a web site on Preventing Plagiarism, which includes the complete university policy. It is located at: http://www.millikin.edu/staley/research/prevent_plagiarism.asp. Visit and carefully read the Preventing Plagiarism web site.
The Faculty has the right and the responsibility to hold students to high ethical standards in conduct and in works performed, as befits a scholar at the university. Faculty members have the responsibility to investigate all suspected breaches of academic integrity that arise in their courses. They will make the determination as to whether the student violated the Academic Integrity Policy. Should the faculty member determine that the violation was intentional and egregious, he or she will decide the consequences, taking into account the severity and circumstances surrounding the violation, and will inform the student in writing, forwarding a copy of the letter to the Registrar and to the Dean of Student Development. 

This letter will be destroyed when the student graduates from the University unless a second breach of integrity occurs, or unless the first instance is of sufficient magnitude to result in failure of the course, with an attendant XF grade recorded in the transcript. If an XF is assigned for the course, the faculty letter of explanation becomes a permanent part of the student’s record. If a second violation occurs subsequent to the first breach of integrity, the Dean of Student Development will begin disciplinary and judicial processes of the University, as outlined in the Student Handbook. 

If a student receives an XF for a course due to academic dishonesty, this remains as a permanent grade and cannot be removed from the transcript. However, students may repeat the course for credit toward graduation. Some programs and majors have more explicit ethical standards, which supersede this Policy, and violation of which may result in dismissal from some programs or majors within the University. If you have difficulty with any assignment in this course, please see me rather than consider academic dishonesty.

Disability Accommodation Policy

Please address any special needs or special accommodations with me at the beginning of the semester or as soon as you become aware of your needs. If you are seeking classroom accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act, you should submit your documentation to the Office of Academic Development at Millikin University, currently located in Staley Library 014.
