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IN203 Honors Humanities Seminar: Global Haiku Traditions examines the origins and spread of Japanese poetics from Japan around the world, with a special focus on the adaptation of haiku into other cultures and languages. This course explores the role of haiku as a social literary art—both the art of reading and art of writing haiku emphasize the importance of shared collaborative aesthetic experiences (shared acts of the imagination).

There is a very active global haiku community of writers, editors, scholars and associations celebrating participation in this literary art. A special feature of the course is that students will conduct interviews with leading international poets, editors and scholars of contemporary haiku. We will study the history of haiku and related poetics in Japan, and then examine the contemporary internalization of haiku in various cultures. Students complete both an analytical study of a contemporary haiku poet or issue in the haikai community as well as various creative projects connecting haiku to other arts. There are numerous web resources available for this course located at: <http://performance.millikin.edu/haiku>

Course Objectives & Outcomes

Students will explore the history and practice Japanese haikai poetics and learn about the role of this literary art in both Japanese and contemporary American culture. Students will compare authors and approaches to haiku from both Japanese and American traditions. Students will develop their professional writing abilities, as academic research writers through a study of a contemporary haiku writer. 

The haikai arts emphasize the power of concise writing, in which silence and things not said may be as important as the things said. Therefore, study of the haikai arts helps students develop exact, precise writing skills. Also, since haiku is the art of suggestion and connotation, it requires an integration of reading and writing abilities. 

Haikai arts stress the importance of an active reader to “finish” the haiku in their own mind. The active response to a haiku is to share your imagined response, or to create another haiku or extension of the original haiku. This process of connecting personal experiences, memories and feelings to the haiku by others helps students explore their own lives, memories, feelings and values. As students practice the art of reading and writing haiku, they discover that the haikai arts are not the exclusive domain of professional writers. They discover that haiku is a possible means of developing a personal life of meaning and value from their own reading responses and through the writing of their own original haiku.

Honors Seminar

As an honors seminar, this course emphasizes a multidisciplinary approach. Students will engage as readers and writers in the haiku tradition, as well as researchers and critics of other writers. Also, the final individual project asks each student to make connections to another area of expertise (whatever discipline), and to complete a final project that is a multidisciplinary product and presentation.

Required Books

from the book store:
Matsuo Basho by Makoto Ueda. Paperback Reprint edition (May 1983) Kodansha International; ISBN 0870115537

The Haiku Anthology edited by Cor Van Den Heuvel. Paperback (2000) Norton & Company; ISBN 0393321185

from Dr. Brooks:
Love Haiku by Masajo Suzuki by Lee Gurga, (2000) Brooks Books; ISBN 1929820003 

To Hear the Rain by Peggy Lyles, (2002) Brooks Books; ISBN 1929820038

Millikin University Haiku Anthology, (2008) Bronze Man Books; ISBN 9780978744168

The Haiku Guy, (2000) Red Moon Press

free gifts from Dr. Brooks:

School’s Out: Selected Haiku of Randy Brooks, (1999) From Here Press

Haiku: The Art of the Short Poem by Taz Yamaguchi (includes DVD), (2008) Brooks Books

Red Moon Anthology, Red Moon Press

kukai competition award books 

MAYFLY haiku magazine issues
Moodle Course & Web Site
This course is on Moodle including all assignments, grades and many resources. Visit MOODLE often for updates to grades and new resources. The course requires frequent submissions of written responses and informal writing at attachments (RTF file format) through Moodle. 

The course web site URL is: <http://performance.millikin.edu/haiku/courses/globalSpring2014>

E-mail

The email system on campus is a vital communications tool and may be used by the student, professor and other school officials in the delivery of information and instructions.  Students are responsible for routinely checking their Millikin University e-mail for schedule changes, assignments, and/or other messages from the professor(s) or university representatives.  Email addresses other than students’ Millikin email addresses will NOT be used for communication purposes.  Failure to follow instructions left via email will result in unexcused actions. Faculty are instructed to use their Millikin University email address for communication purposes. Students must follow University email rules at all times; these can be found at: http://it.millikin.edu/ Failure to use the email system in accordance with University policies may result in revocation of email privileges.

Reading

All required reading must be done by the student by the assigned due date.  The bulk of the reading material for this class will be from the course texts, assigned research readings and required readings from the course web site. 

Assignments, Late Assignments and MAKE-up Work & Respect

Students are expected and required to submit all assignments by email midnight before the class discussion. If your assignment is late, it is an F for formal assignments or a minus for informal assignments. Note that F’s and minuses are averaged as 0% grades. Please be respectful to faculty and fellow students by not carrying on conversations that are not a part of class discussion. Be prepared for class and group meetings. Please, no children or disruptive interruptions.  Please turn cell phones to silent or vibrate mode and properly dispose of your trash by the end of class.

Disability Accommodation Policy

Please address any special needs or special accommodations with me at the beginning of the semester or as soon as you become aware of your needs. If you are seeking classroom accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act, you should submit your documentation to the Office of Student Success at Millikin University, currently located in Staley Library 014.

Academic Honesty Policy

All students are expected to uphold professional standards for academic honesty and integrity in their research, writing, and related performances. Academic honesty is the standard we expect from all students. Read the Student Handbook for further details about offenses involving academic integrity at: http://www.millikin.edu/handbook/. Staley Library also hosts a web site on Preventing Plagiarism, which includes the complete university policy. It is located at: http://www.millikin.edu/staley/services/instruction/Pages/plagiarism-faculty.aspx. Visit and carefully read the Preventing Plagiarism web site.
The Faculty has the right and the responsibility to hold students to high ethical standards in conduct and in works performed, as befits a scholar at the university. Faculty members have the responsibility to investigate all suspected breaches of academic integrity that arise in their courses. They will make the determination as to whether the student violated the Academic Integrity Policy. Should the faculty member determine that the violation was intentional and egregious, he or she will decide the consequences, taking into account the severity and circumstances surrounding the violation, and will inform the student in writing, forwarding a copy of the letter to the Registrar and to the Dean of Student Development. 

This letter will be destroyed when the student graduates from the University unless a second breach of integrity occurs, or unless the first instance is of sufficient magnitude to result in failure of the course, with an attendant XF grade recorded in the transcript. If an XF is assigned for the course, the faculty letter of explanation becomes a permanent part of the student’s record. If a second violation occurs subsequent to the first breach of integrity, the Dean of Student Development will begin disciplinary and judicial processes of the University, as outlined in the Student Handbook. 

If a student receives an XF for a course due to academic dishonesty, this remains as a permanent grade and cannot be removed from the transcript. However, students may repeat the course for credit toward graduation. Some programs and majors have more explicit ethical standards, which supersede this Policy, and violation of which may result in dismissal from some programs or majors within the University. If you have difficulty with any assignment in this course, please see me rather than consider academic dishonesty.

Attendance Policy

I am very strict about attendance. You are allowed three absences without penalty. After three absences, you are considered to be excessively absent and five per cent of your semester grade will be subtracted from your semester score for each day of excessive absence. Of course, extended illness will be exempt to this absence policy, usually resulting in an incomplete for the semester.

Assignments & Semester Grading Weight

Assignments URL is: <http://performance.millikin.edu/haiku/courses/globalspring2014/assignments.html>

*Informal Reader Response Writing & Haiku Writing 
35%
*Contemporary Haiku Study (mid-term)
20%
*Kasen Renga 
05%
*Haiku Collection (paper booklet & by email) 
20%
*Haiku Collection Poetics Preface on Art of Writing Haiku 
05%
*Haiku Project 
10%
 Final Reading & Submission Ready 
05%
*all assignments are to be turned in as digital files using RTF file format by email attachment
(Use your SAVE AS function and choose “Rich Text Format” or “DOC” for digital files.)

Grading Distribution:

Course grades will be determined as follows:

(A+=100, A=95, A-=90, B+=88, B=85, B-=80, C+=78, C=75, C-=70, D+=68, D=65, F=0)

